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If you are reading this column and are of a certain
age you may have had a View-Master growing
up. The View-Master was the “hand-held device”
of a bygone era. It came with reels (also sold
separately). They were thin cardboard disks
containing seven stereoscopic 3-D pairs of small
transparent color photographs on film and sold in
pocket-sized illustrated packets.
I came from a big family that rarely had the means
to go on vacation, but I saw the world through my
View-Master. My siblings and I knew all the major
tourist attractions of the 50 states. We ventured
around European cities and the Amazon jungle,
explored the Bronx and St. Louis Zoos and toured
our National Parks. We visited the southwestern
deserts and Hawaiian beaches and enjoyed New
England fall foliage.
The View-Master was also a science education all
in one hand. There were reels of mammals, birds,
dinosaurs, butterflies, poisonous snakes and space
exploration.
If we were extremely lucky we would sometimes get
a cartoon reel. The children I babysat as a teenager
loved it when I brought the View-Master with Tweety
and Sylvester, Huckleberry Hound, Yogi Bear and
Mickey Mouse.
Without a doubt, the View-Master was a product of
its time. I remember my initial enthusiasm when my
parents, while downsizing, gave me a box of our old
toys which included one of the original red plastic
View-Masters and many of the reels. My zeal gave
way to disappointment, however, when my own
children pronounced the toy unexciting, and asked
how to power it up and get sound!

My thoughts returned to my View-Master after
a recent call from alumnus Tom Averell ’70, a
retired New Jersey school teacher. Tom offered
the library a large collection of books belonging
to his friend Richard Ryder ‘70, who had passed
away. He also mentioned that Ryder collected
nineteenth and twentieth century stereoview
cards which he was willing to donate along with
several stereoscopic viewers.
We jumped at the opportunity. The Ryder
collection contains nearly 10,000 stereoview
cards that will be instrumental in class
assignments and independent research projects
for students in years to come. [See related story
pages 12-13] We could not be happier to give the
Ryder collection a Gettysburg home.
In past times, stereoviews brought the world to
the parlor. This was family entertainment and
it is interesting to see the wide variety of topics
included in Ryder’s collection. Much like my ViewMaster reels, Ryder’s stereoviews cover travel
images from every corner of the world. There
are scenes from all the early-established National
Parks. There are many stereoviews depicting
wildlife.
Ryder himself had a fascination for zoos and was
writing a book about the Philadelphia Zoo at the

On the Cover
Nineteenth century Pennsylvania trade card for Dobbin’s Electric Soap, I.L. Cragin & Co., 116 South 4th
Street, Philadelphia, PA. This is one of a series for Dobbin’s soap, each featuring a man in one of the seven
stages of life with captions from Shakespeare’s As You Like It. Gift of Gary B. Thompson, Class of 1969. See
related story and verso of this card on pages 22-23.
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time of his passing. Not surprisingly his collection has
many zoo images.
Unlike my View-Master reels, however, wartime
scenes figure prominently in the collection including
views of the American Civil War, Franco-Prussian War,
Boer War, Spanish American War and World War I.
Images depict troops preparing to fight and the
destruction following battle.
Natural disasters are another focus – the Chicago
Fire, Johnstown Flood, Galveston Hurricane and
Martinique volcanic eruption to name a few. It was a
good reminder that stereoviews were also a graphic
depiction of the news.
Most donations have a backstory and this collection
is no exception. Tom Averell and Richard Ryder
met in high school where they formed a friendship
which endured for 55 years. They both liked Civil War
history, attended Gettysburg College and graduated
in the class of 1970.
While at the College they came under the mentorship
of Professor William Culp Darrah (see stereoview
card on this page) who instilled in them a passion for
stereoviews, which Darrah himself collected. The two
friends spent years shopping at antique stores and
flea markets and built their collections accordingly.
Averell recalls his friend’s delightful sense of humor
and irresistible pun-making. He also remembers
Ryder as a remarkable trivia master who could hold
a conversation with anyone,
anywhere and find a point of
commonality.
We are grateful to Tom Averell
for honoring his friend and
choosing Gettysburg College
as a home for Rich Ryder’s
stereoview collection. We
look forward to using this
splendid resource as a basis for
assignments and exhibitions in
the years ahead.
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L IBRA R Y

NEWs
Cite and Bite Workshops
Correctly citing your sources is an important but often neglected part of writing a
research paper. Musselman’s librarians and peer research mentors came to the
rescue with six “bite-sized” citation workshops. These sessions were made even
more appealing by being brief (25 minutes) and by offering some bites (snacks).
“Students are asked to use a wide variety of citation styles, which can become
confusing very quickly,” according to Research and Instruction Librarian Clint
Baugess. “Students often go to the Research Help Desk with questions, but by
that point, they are usually revising and finishing their paper.”
The workshops covered different citation styles and software after a faculty
survey showed that citations are a common student challenge.
“The mini-workshops were scheduled to help students no matter where they were in the research
process—just starting their research or polishing a final draft,” shared Baugess. “Ideally, we want to
connect with students early, giving them the tools and resources to avoid a lot of frustration in the future.”

Open Access Week
The Scholarly Communications department kicked off Open Access
week with a live national webinar featuring Janelle Wertzberger,
Assistant Dean of the Library, along with Sociology professor Alecea
Standlee and Scholarly Communications Student Assistant, Hana
Huskic ’22. Connecting with academic libraries all over the country,
they reported on Gettysburg’s efforts to promote open educational
resources and reduce the cost of textbooks for students. Students
also enjoyed open access cupcakes while learning about the global
open access movement.

Notes at Noon
The library’s fall Notes at Noon concert featured the
Sunderman Conservatory Woodwind Ensemble performing
Mládi’ (Youth) by Czech composer Leos Janáček. A Flute
Quartet and a Flute Duo also played works by Eugene Bozza,
Eric Ewazen, Kasper Krummer and Robert Muczynski. The
apse was transformed into a concert hall; students and
faculty brought their lunch and enjoyed beverages and
cookies provided by Friends of Musselman Library. Pictured
here are (seated), Rachel Loney ’20, Chloe Dougherty ’22,
Tess Fernald ’20 (standing) Jeremy Porter ’20, Ed Stanley
faculty coach and Matt Torrence ’21.
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LI B R A R Y

NEWs
Friends Sponsor Guild Participation
The library’s conservator Mary Wootton recently
attended the Guild of Book Workers Seminar on the
Standards of excellence in Philadelphia. The Guild
of Book Workers was founded in 1906 to promote
interest in, and awareness of, the tradition of the
book and paper arts by maintaining high standards
of workmanship.

1902 edition of The History of Over Sea, a medieval
French folk tale translated by William Morris. The
binding is full goatskin with gold and blind tooling
and acrylic painting underlays.
Wootton’s participation in Guild of Book Workers
meeting was made possible by a grant from the
Friends of the Library.

The meeting included tours of nearby libraries and
presentations by book artists, book binders and
conservators. Talks ranged in topic from printing
techniques, to structures of artist’s books,
to description and terminology of
historical books for cataloging.
Many of the techniques that were
demonstrated will assist Wootton in
her work with students and interns.
In addition to attending the workshop,
Wooton’s work was on display at the Free
Library of Philadelphia. For this exhibition
entitled “Once Upon a Book” Wootton
created a fine binding, pictured here, on a

Stop the Bleed
Research librarian Clint Baugess and Holley intern,
Michelle Williams participate in “Stop the Bleed” first
aid, AED and CPR training offered by the College’s
Department of Public Safety. Library employees
practiced how to administer CPR, use the Automated
External Defibrillator (AED) machine, pack wounds
and apply tourniquets. Contrary to popular belief,
employees learned that the application of a tourniquet
seldom results in the loss of a limb. The Public Safety
Department installed one Stop the Bleed kit in the
library and Friends funds purchased three specialized
“Stop the Bleed” first aid kits for the building. Ethan
Sigman ’20, political science major and Captain of the
EMS Club, assisted in teaching the course.
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L IBRA R Y

NEWs
The Wall Must Go

November 2019 marked the 30th anniversary of the Berlin Wall’s fall. For the week leading up to November
9, the library hosted a cardboard box wall built by students from German Club and the German Studies
Faculty. The wall featured an embedded digital screen with rotating historical images from 1989 and
American news coverage of the momentous event. Throughout the week, library patrons were invited
to add anonymous graffiti to the wall. Responses ranged from the historical, “Die Mauer muss weg!,” to
contemporary doodles of popular memes and political commentary.

Story Time
Three preschool classrooms
from the Growing Place
(Gettysburg College’s on-campus
daycare) took turns visiting
Musselman Library for story
time. Library staff enjoyed
sharing their favorite books
with diverse themes including
Natsumi! by Susan Landroth,
Can I Play Too? Elephant and
Piggie by Mo Willems, and Tacky
the Penguin by Helen Lester.
Archivist Amy Lucadamo (right)
reads The Red Lemon by Bob
Staake.
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LI B R A R Y

NEWs
Table to Farm
You’ve heard of the Farm to Table Movement. How
about Table to Farm? First year library assistants Annie
Martin and Riya Ou hold bags of shredded newspaper
destined for Painted Turtle Farm, located next to the
College Observatory. Painted Turtle Farm is a campuscommunity garden where students and local families
work together to share food traditions, grow vegetables
and increase the availability of fresh food. The library
shreds its out-of-date newspapers for mulch and
library staff help weed during growing season.

Pop-up Library
Musselman Library has been reaching beyond its walls this
fall and “popping up” at various locations around campus.
A pop-up library is a temporary collection of materials to
browse and check out at a location other than the library.
We set up shop with a selection of graphic novels and
DVDs in the CUB and popped up in Servo during a French
themed dinner with books and movies about French
language and culture. C’était très populaire! Pictured with
User Services librarian Betsy Bein is Alyssa Kaewwilai ‘20.

Take the Reading Challenge
Musselman Library is hosting “Reading Without Walls,” a 3-part reading challenge for all students
and employees. Participants will select and read books that take them beyond their comfort zone, to
encounter new ideas and perspectives. Here’s the challenge:
1. Read a book about a person/character from a different background or culture than yours
2. Read a book on a topic you don’t know much about
3. Read a book in a format or genre that you don’t normally read for fun (i.e. graphic novel, audiobook, poetry, etc.)
Events will include a Silent Reading Party and Speed Dating with a Book as well as opportunities for
readers to share titles and to develop our campus reading community.
Would you like to participate? Pick a book in one of the challenge areas and send your recommendation with a
sentence or two to foml@gettysburg.edu before June 1. We will print your suggestions in the next newsletter.
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NEWs

1,000,000

The Cupola, Gettysburg College’s open access
institutional repository, experienced a milestone
moment in May – 1 million downloads! The Cupola
is a database where faculty and student work is
freely shared with the world. It is the foundation of
Musselman Library’s commitment to supporting the
transition to a more open publishing environment,
which will improve access for everyone.
Open publishing benefits College authors because
open works are cited more frequently than works
hidden behind a paywall. That means College
authors have more exposure and a larger impact.

Grant to Digitize Asian Art
The library received $6000 from the Council
of Independent Colleges (CIC) to digitize and
describe objects from our Asian Art collection.
We selected items that support Professor
Yan Sun’s Methods in Art History course. Her
students will mount a gallery exhibition, write
curatorial notes and write an essay for the
exhibition catalog. We will add the exhibit
catalog to the Cupola.
The library also participated in the CIC Shared
Shelf initiative uploading nearly 3,500 images of
rare maps, botanical slides, historical artifacts
and 2-dimensional artwork, giving students and
scholars from all over the world free access.
See back cover for an image of spinach jade
temple altar cranes, digitized with CIC funding.

Blanc-de-chine porcelain statuette of Quan Yin, Goddess of
Mercy, Fukien Province, Ming Dynasty (1368-1643 A.D.). Quan
Yin is often represented with a child; Chinese women prayed for
fertility. Gift John H. Hampshire in 1959.
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Our one millionth download was Professor
Chuck Kann’s open textbook Introduction to MIPS
Assembly Language Programming, which was
uploaded on February 16, 2015.
It has been downloaded nearly 44,000 times since
then. Professor Kann uses this textbook in his
own course, “CS 221 – Computer Organization
& Assembly Language Programming.” It has also
been adopted by faculty at other universities and
used around the world.

Vietnam Oral Histories
Ron Bailey ’67 remembers vividly his first day in
Vietnam. It was February 1969, and the young
first lieutenant, assigned as an adviser to Military
Assistance Command Vietnam (MACV), was in a
group of soldiers being flown to different locations
in the war zone. One of them was deposited on a
hilltop, which Bailey still recalls for its peacefulness
and beauty. A month later, he heard that the
entire US team at that location had been overrun
and wiped out by enemy forces. “That was my
introduction to Vietnam,” Bailey says.
These and other memories of the war that defined
a generation’s experience are now being recorded
and archived by Musselman Library. The Vietnam
Oral History Project has reached out to College
alumni who served in the armed forces in all
branches and capacities—combat, intelligence,
medicine, supply, in the air and on the ground—
to relate their experiences of Vietnam, from first
exposures to lingering memories.
The project had its beginnings Veterans Day
Weekend of 2018, when a plaque memorializing
Gettysburgians who died during Vietnam was
unveiled outside the Janet Morgan Riggs Student
Center. Sue Hill ’67 was present to honor two of
the fallen—her brother, James Colestock ’65, and
her husband, Robert Morris ’66—and to donate
scrapbooks and other mementos of her loved ones
to Special Collections. She was also instrumental

Photo by Rick Hershey ’61, in Vietnam,1969-1970.

in contacting the veterans whose writings and
photographs are the foundation of the Vietnam
Memory Project, a Musselman Library digital site.
That same weekend students in Professor
Michael Birkner’s Historical Methods class
recorded substantive interviews with a subset of
Gettysburg Vietnam veterans. The strong results
from that assignment sparked a decision by the
library to continue the enterprise in the summer
of 2019, with partial funding from the College’s
Development Office. As transcribed and approved
by the subject, these oral histories will be
available in Special Collections and online at both
GettDigital and the Vietnam Memory Project.
Archives Assistant Devin McKinney is overseeing
the oral history project and conducting interviews.
He regards the Vietnam archive as a logical
complement to the library’s impressive collection
of World War II-era interviews, but also as a vital
body of first-person history in its own right. “Some
memories are sorrowful, others are humorous,”
says McKinney. “Some are intense, others
mundane. They are these veterans’ stories,
told in their words, not mediated by anyone
else’s interpretation. That’s what oral history
is, and that’s why it matters.”
Contact Library Dean Robin Wagner if
you served in Vietnam and wish to be
interviewed or donate memorabilia.
Veterans may also share their memories
and photos via the Vietnam Memory
Project (https://musselmanlibrary.org/
vietnam-memory/)
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Alexander von Humboldt’s Secretary
By William Bowman

September 14th marked the 250th anniversary of
the birth of Alexander von Humboldt, geographer,
naturalist, and explorer. In this essay, reprinted
from the library’s publication Thirty Treasures, Thirty
Years, History Professor Bill Bowman describes this
great scientist’s unique connection to Gettysburg
College.
Humboldt showers us with true treasures.
—Johann Wolfgang von Goethe
Alexander von Humboldt (1769-1859) undoubtedly
showered many true treasures upon western
learning and society. His contributions to fields as
diverse as geography, geology, cartography, botany,
climatology, and anthropology are almost universally
acknowledged within the development of European
and American studies and culture. Forgetting
perhaps himself, Charles Darwin once described
Humboldt as “the greatest traveling scientist who
ever lived.” And Thomas Jefferson remarked that
Humboldt was “the most important scientist” he had
met. Humboldt was one of the great intellectual
and Enlightenment figures of the late
eighteenth and early nineteenth
centuries.
But it is a particular treasure
that unites the great Humboldt
to Gettysburg College. His
secretary, an elegant and
now restored piece,
stands currently in the
Special Collections Reading
Room. It is part of the
John Henry Wilbrandt
Stuckenberg collection that
came to the college in the
early twentieth century.
Stuckenberg had acquired
it, along with a large desk
also owned by Humboldt,
in 1885. The former made
sure to have his purchases
authenticated and traced
10

them back to the explorer-writer himself.
Standing approximately six feet tall and capped
by two ornamental lions, Humboldt’s secretary
is an impressive and handsome reminder of
a long and fruitful intellectual career. In many
ways, he was the near perfect embodiment of
what we today call the liberal arts ideal. He was
curious, engaged, cosmopolitan, intelligent, and
persistent. Each of these traits factored into his
five-year sojourn to the Americas, during which
he visited Venezuela, Brazil, Cuba, Columbia,
Ecuador, Bolivia, Peru, Mexico and the eastern
United States, where he met Jefferson.
Humboldt’s “study abroad” provided the material
for nearly three decades of writing. His books on
the Americas fill thirty volumes. Simon Bolivar
once commented that Humboldt was the “true
discoverer” of the western hemisphere. At age
60, he embarked on another journey, this time
across Russia and Siberia to Mongolia. A lifelong learner and intellectual, Humboldt wrote a
further three volumes about his
experiences in Asia. For the
rest of his life, he dedicated
himself to his masterpiece,
Cosmos, a five-volume
encyclopedia in which he
attempted to pursue an
Enlightenment goal:
the systematic study
and presentation of
all natural and human
phenomena.
It is easy to imagine
that Humboldt carried
out much of this work
around the desk and at
the secretary. Books,
maps, charts, and
correspondence were
produced in abundance
with their sturdy help.

Students, alumni, and faculty should take a glance at the
secretary and draw inspiration for their own academic
or intellectual work at the college or beyond. After all,
Humboldt helped create, or added significantly to, many
of the fields we study.

Focus on Philanthropy: Walter Miller Trust
This column on philanthropy often features alumni
or friends who have established endowments
to support library collections, internships and
programs. We are equally grateful to charitable
groups such as the Walter J. Miller Trust, which
recently funded the preservation of three original
and rare George Leo Frankenstein oil sketches
of the Gettysburg Battlefield. The Conservation
Center for Art and Historical Artifacts (CCAHA) in
Philadelphia restored the works.
Frankenstein visited the battlefield during the
summer of 1866. The College’s collection consists
of one drawing and 29 paintings (oil on paper).
Most come from the artist’s original sketch book.
Frankenstein sketched en plein air in order to
capture the summer light on the landscape. His
paintings serve as a sharp contrast to the scene
three years earlier when the land was awash in
death and destruction.

Frankenstein’s artwork serves as a remarkable
primary source, offering a glimpse of the vistas
that the soldiers most certainly experienced.
Reverend Lyman Whitney, through the courtesy
of the Reverend F. E. Taylor, donated the
Frankenstein paintings in 1933. All the works are
digitized and available for viewing online or in
person in the Special Collections Reading Room.
Conservators cleaned the three paintings and
temporarily removed them from the original
sketch pad pages so they could be could be
repaired with Japanese paper. They were then
safely remounted so the sketches could be
viewed from both sides. Once restored, the
pieces revealed more of their original artistry,
pigments, and technique. The library is grateful to
the Walter J. Miller Trust for their philanthropy.
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A Gift in 3 Dimensions
When Richard C. Ryder visited the library in 2014,
he took a look at our small but well-used collection
of stereoview cards. He then carefully wrote
background notes for each card to help us teach
more knowledgably. Five years later, thanks to his
estate gift, we’ve gone from 13 stereoview cards to
nearly 10,000 along with over a dozen stereoptic
viewers from his personal collection. The individually
sleeved cards arrived in protective boxes, divided
into categories. The content serves as a visual
introduction to 19th and 20th century world events,
travel, zoology, ecology, and personalities.
“The collection is invaluable from a teaching
standpoint,” said Carolyn Sautter, Director of
Special Collections and College Archives. “It rewards
the curious with a three
dimensional glimpse into
history.”
Since its arrival during the
first week of August
more than 650
students,
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friends and former classmates have enjoyed
portions of Ryder’s collection. “It is fair to say that
we will teach every semester from his collection
because of the seemingly infinite variety of card
combinations,” declared Sautter.
The collection provides a snapshot of the history
of photography and public history over two
centuries. In addition to the stereoviews, Ryder’s
collection includes cabinet cards, cartes-de-visite,
cigarette cards, lantern slides, Tru-Vue film reels,
a View-Master, photograph albums, newspapers,
magazines, DVDs, a stereoview camera and 207
boxes of books with their own two-drawer card
catalog. Also included are articles written by
Ryder.
“Best of all is the sense that Rich handled and
learned from every item in the collection,” said
Sautter. “The collection stands as a
testament to Rich Ryder as
an educator.”

Remembering Richard Ryder ‘70
by Michael Birkner ‘72

Rich Ryder’s extraordinary collection of
stereographs, which have come to Musselman
Library as an estate gift, represent the tip of
the iceberg in terms of Ryder’s passion for
this photographic medium. A history major at
Gettysburg, Class of 1970, Rich worked in banking
for a number of years before earning an M.A. in
History from Temple University and turning to
secondary school social studies teaching as his
vocation.
Widely read and gifted at amusing repartee,
Rich must have been a wonderful teacher. His
passion, however, lay with the field of stereography,
those “double” images viewed through a
stereoscope that create a 3D effect.
For nearly four decades Rich collected,
organized, analyzed, and exploited for
publication his large and wide ranging
collection of stereo images, writing about
everything from George Armstrong
Custer’s Black Hills Expedition in 1874
to articles focused on American
presidents, dinosaurs, Jack the

Ripper, Hitler’s Luftwaffe, and zoo animals, among
other topics.
According to the editor of Stereo World
Magazine—Ryder’s medium for publishing
his smart and pungent pieces—he produced
37 feature articles and 45 “Personalities in
Perspective” columns for that glossy journal.
Of these articles, Gettysburgians may find of
greatest interest his account of the college in
“Gettysburg at 150: A Battle, A Building, and the
Battlefield Photographers,” (SWM vol. 39 July/
August 2013) and his fascinating biographical
study of Professor William Culp Darrah (SWM,
vol. 40 May-June 2014). It was the distinguished
paleontologist and stereograph expert Darrah
who first fired Ryder’s passion for this subject.
Rich was devoted to reading and writing history—
mostly but not exclusively about stereographs.
He was, all the same, a delightful companion and
a bit of a prankster. The college is indebted to
Rich Ryder for his meaningful scholarship and his
extraordinary gift.

Students use a stereoscope, a device for viewing a stereoscopic pair of
separate images, depicting left-eye and right-eye views of the same scene,
as a single three-dimensional image.
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New Externship – Careers in Library
and Information Science
Musselman Library collaborated with colleagues at
Bryn Mawr, Haverford, Lafayette, and Swarthmore
Colleges to offer a one-week introduction to
the field of library and information science. Our
goals were to introduce students groups that are
underrepresented in librarianship to the field, and
to promote the American Library Association’s
fundamental values of Equity, Diversity and Inclusion.

how libraries around the world are leveraging
technology to promote open and equal access to
educational materials.

The externship was held at Bryn Mawr College in late
May. Two students from each college participated,
with a final cohort of ten students. The weeklong
experience included presentations, discussions,
readings, and field trips.

All student participants reported that the week
exceeded their expectations, and program
coordinators are already making plans to offer
the externship again in 2020.

The externs were exposed to various topics,
including the history of information, information
ethics and libraries and social justice. They also
learned about the functional areas of academic
libraries, from information literacy services, to
digital scholarship, scholarly communications
and archives. Sessions on graduate school
and careers were especially popular.
Gettysburg student participants included
Camille Minns ’20 (majoring in Globalization
Studies) and Jivan Kharel ’20 (majoring in
Computer Science). Both have worked at
Musselman Library’s circulation desk and were
excited to explore librarianship as a
professional field in a new way.
Camille said that the externship focus on
diversity piqued her interest. During the
summer she produced a book display on
LGBTQ+ Pride. When she returns from her fall
term study abroad she hopes to create more
book displays on a wide range of topics that reflect
the diversity of the Gettysburg College student body.
Jivan was most curious about technology
applications in libraries. He learned how librarians
are using machine learning applications to extract
hand-written text from historic documents, and
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Each student participant received a stipend in
addition to housing, meals, and transportation.
The Gettysburg students were funded through
contributions to Friends of Musselman Library.

I am so grateful to the Friends for the
opportunity last summer. I am very
excited to explore the application
of modern technology in top-notch
library services and information
science. I also gained perspective on
how important the library’s role is in
fostering the values of diversity and
inclusion.—Jivan Kharel ‘20

“Through the externship
I became interested
in how the library
can reach out to
the local migrant
community and
use our
resources to
better assist
those with less.”
—Camille Minns ‘20

Textbook Affordability is Workshop Topic
You’ve probably heard about the exorbitant cost
of college textbooks. Prices have increased more
than 200% since 1997—at a steeper rate even than
college tuition. Increasingly, students are unable
to afford their assigned course materials, which
negatively impacts their performance in the course.
One way to help is the adoption of open textbooks
and Open Educational Resources (OERs). Open
textbooks are free to read (digitally); they are also
free to reuse, revise, remix,
and redistribute, including
permission to print. Students
obviously benefit from a $0
price tag.
Faculty also benefit from using
openly licensed materials, which
can be customized to perfectly
suit their course needs.
Everyone gains when each
student has full access to the
assigned readings beginning
the first day of class.
Janelle Wertzberger, Assistant
Dean and Director of Scholarly
Communications, observed that
open textbook adoptions are on the rise. In 2018,
a consortium of Pennsylvania academic libraries
was awarded a grant called “Affordable Learning
Pennsylvania” to build a community of practice
across the state to advance textbook affordability
for students. The grant funded the library’s
membership in the Open Textbook Network (OTN)
and sponsored training.
“We were inspired by an OTN approach to
accelerating open textbook adoptions and
replicated it on campus,” said Wertzberger, who
presented a one-hour session called “Open
Textbooks: Access, Affordability, and Academic
Success.” (Available at https://cupola.gettysburg.edu/
librarypubs/106)

In it, faculty learned more about open textbooks
and how to find options that might work
for their courses. Faculty who attended the
sessions were invited to write a short review
of an open textbook that they might assign in
a course. Those who attended and submitted
a review received a modest stipend. Friends
of Musselman Library and the Johnson Center
for Creative Teaching and Learning funded the
stipends.
“Librarians who run this kind
of “workshop + book review
stipend” approach find that
two-thirds of attendees actually
write a review, and two-thirds
of review writers adopt an open
textbook in at least one of
their classes,” said Wertzberger
stressing that the potential
return on investment is high.”
Twenty five faculty attended
the workshop and 16 of them
(64%) completed a review
and earned the stipend. This
aligned with the two-thirds
average rate. Participants from
the Departments of Business, Management
and Sociology are adopting the open textbook
they reviewed; two faculty members teaching
Environmental Issues revamped their course to
use only zero-cost materials.
The book review incentive approach is already
proving to be effective. Planning is underway for
a similar workshop in the coming academic year.
Said one participant, “Next year, I’m teaching
Psychology 101 for the first time in decades, and
I’m in the process now of looking for a textbook.
I’m definitely intrigued by the open access idea.”
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Candid Camera
On April 28, 1961 General and Mrs. Eisenhower were
attending a testimonial dinner in honor of Gettysburg
College President Willard Paul. “He and I have been friends
for many years and served together for decades in the Army,”
said Ike. “It is truly a privilege to join in a tribute to him.” In
the audience, one guest was surreptitiously snapping photos
with a palm-sized camera, the kind favored by spies on both
sides of the Iron Curtain.
At the table with
the clandestine
photographer was
William C. Darrah
who taught biology
at Gettysburg from 1957-1974. Darrah was an authority on
the history of photography, writing books on the subject and
amassing a collection of over 60,000 cartes-de-visite.
Darrah was curious when a guest at his table produced a Minox
subminiature camera (a.k.a. spy camera) widely used from
World War II through the 1980s for intelligence gathering.
According to Darrah’s daughter, Elsie Morey, who donated the
photographs, the gentleman chatting with her father and taking
the pictures was a member of the Secret Service. She does not
know how her father came to possess prints of the undercover
photographs. They are clear, black and white images, printed
on 10.5 x 7.5 cm branded Minox paper. They show General
Eisenhower, Mamie, President Paul, and other VIP guests
enjoying dinner and conversing.
The subminiature camera was first developed by Walter
Zapp in 1936 in Latvia. As an ethnic German, Zapp moved to
Germany in 1941. Following the war he founded Minox GmbH
in Wetzler, Germany, which began producing cameras in 1948.
The cameras were designed as a luxury item -- small enough
to fit in the palm of your hand and able to take high quality,
close-up photographs. The cameras use only Minox film which
must be developed privately using a Minox Daylight Developing
Tank. Because of their size, ease of use, and reliability, the
subminiature cameras were quickly adopted by intelligence
agencies all over the globe.

16

GettDigital: Rooted in Memory
There are over 5,000 campus spaces named in
honor, or remembrance, of alumni, family and
friends; in recognition of generous donors; and
in celebration of special events and milestones
for individuals, groups, and the entire college
community. Now Special Collections and the
Division of Development, Alumni and Parent
Relations (DAPR) are collaborating to document
these named spaces in an accessible online format.
The Gettysburg College Named Spaces project started
with trees. Digital Projects Manager Catherine
Perry worked with Crystal Null in Donor Relations
to build a digital collection highlighting these living
memorials. There are 51 trees online so far.

To see the collection, select GettDigital from the
Collections menu on the library’s home page;
then click Gettysburg College Collections to select
Named Spaces.
The Gettysburg College Named Spaces landing
page features a campus map populated with
location markers for each tree. You can go to
a specific location, search a name, or use the
browse button to explore the collection.
The next phase for the Gettysburg College Named
Spaces project will be the seats in the Majestic
Theater; buildings, gardens, and benches will
follow.

Each entry features images of the tree and its
plaque, the scientific name of the tree, and a
description of the person(s)/event named. Digital
Scholarship Fellow Emma Lewis ’20 contributed
to this project by collecting longitude and latitude
data for the trees. She also designed an interactive
website called Rooted in Memory which features the
various class years represented by the trees as part
of her summer digital fellowship project.
In future years, the entries in the Gettysburg College
Named Spaces collection will be the basis of themed
campus walking tours and serve as a way to digitally
connect visitors to physical locations on campus,
sharing both current and historical photographs of
the locations.
In the first upload of images is a northern red oak
that towers on the southeast side of the library
in memory of Nancy Scott, a Special Collections
librarian at the college from 1960 to 1985. Her
family was delighted to learn that the Scott tree was
showcased in the digital collection.
Scott’s great niece, Lisa Burgess, said, “This means
so much to me. We are about to gather for our
annual family reunion and it will be wonderful to
share this news with everyone.”
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Uncovering Shakespeare’s Sisters
Students in Professor Suzanne Flynn’s first year seminar,
“Shakespeare’s Sisters,” had the opportunity to handle rare first
editions of women’s writings housed in Special Collections. The
students were exploring Virginia Woolf’s famous question, “What if
Shakespeare had a sister?” by looking at the impact of gender on the
creative process, and discussing how economics, class, and racial
issues intersect with gender to produce a unique female voice.
Part of their experience was a field trip to the Folger Shakespeare
Library in Washington, DC, to see first editions by 16th and 17th
century female writers. “For the first time, my students had the
opportunity to build upon the Folger visit by working with library staff
to develop their own display of important 19th and 20th century works
by British and American women writers,” said Flynn.
In their project, “Uncovering Shakespeare’s Sisters in Special Collections,” students created a brochure
summarizing the history and significance of eight first editions by female writers and gave a public
presentation. The works included: Uncle Tom’s Cabin by Harriet Beecher Stowe (1852), Villette by “Currer
Bell” / Charlotte Bronte (1853), Under the Window by Kate Greenaway (1879), Little Lord Fauntleroy by
Frances Hodgson Burnett (1886), My Antonia by Willa Cather (1918), Monday or Tuesday by Virginia Woolf
(1921), Gone With the Wind by Margaret Mitchell (1936), and Dust Tracks on a Road by Zora Neale Hurston
(1942). The first edition of Vilette was a gift from Friend of the Library, Kenneth Cramer, Class of 1950. You
can see their brochure in the Cupola at: https://cupola.gettysburg.edu/student_scholarship/645/

Touchdown: First Year Athletes 						
Trade Field for Library
Over the course of two evenings the library hosted
57 freshman members of the College football
team. They came in to learn about library services
and spaces, and practiced searching MUSCAT
Plus, the library’s online catalog. Led by User
Services librarians Betsy Bein and John Dettinger,
the athletes heard about periodicals, databases,
and research guides, got tips on how to start their
research projects and tell the difference between
popular and scholarly (peer reviewed) articles.
Each night they were split into two groups. The
second group began in Special Collections where
Director of Special Collections, Carolyn Sautter,
showed off the library’s sports treasures.
They learned about the history of football at the
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College through artifacts, photographs, and
documents and had a look at the earliest team
photo from 1892.
The athletes also got to see the library’s collection
of photographs by noted Sports Illustrated
photographer Walter Iooss Jr. On display were
archival pigment prints of Muhammad Ali and Joe
Frazier, Vince Lombardi, the Dodgers Old Timers’
Gameday at the Polo Grounds in the Bronx
(1962), the Penn Relays (1967), Tony Gonzales,
continued

Michael Jordan, and the Chicago Blackhawks to
name a few. The Iooss photographic prints are a gift
of Andrew and Lisa Beardslee ’89 Schroeder.
Students rounded out the time in Special Collections
watching several minutes of a recently digitized
football game from the 1960s and had fun talking
about the plays. These films and other sports
treasures wouldn’t exist without a great partnership

First year football players had lots of
questions after they visited and were
invited to send them to the staff.
Here is a sampling with answers:
Does the library ever close?
Yes, but not often. The library is open
24 hours from Sunday @ 10am – Friday
@ 10pm. We’re open on Saturday from
10am – 10pm.
What’s the best study spot in the library?
It depends on how you like to study. The Main
and Lower Levels are collaborative floors where
people can talk at a normal level; they’re good if
you have group work or like studying with some
background noise. The upper 3 levels are quiet
floors with individual study spaces. Level 2 also
has an Ultra Quiet Study Room if you don’t like
any background noise.
How many books do you have in the library?
Roughly 340,000 between the library and
Knouse, our off-site storage facility.
What is the oldest book in the library?
Our oldest printed book is a Bible that was
printed in Venice in 1475. It was printed by
Francis Heilbronn and Nicholas of Frankfurt.

with the Athletics Department and generosity of
alumni (both players and fans) who have donated
sports memorabilia to Special Collections over
the years.
After 25 minutes the groups traded places. This
activity was the brainchild of head football coach
Kevin Burke.

Where does the library keep things
that aren’t out on the shelves?
Special Collections has climatecontrolled storage on the fourth
level. Lots of books, journals, artwork
and artifacts are stored in our off-site
storage facility (located near the Ice House
apartments).
How can I check out audiobooks?
We provide popular ebooks and audiobooks
through a service called Overdrive.
Can you eat snacks in the library?
Yes, but please be neat.
Can you sleep in the library?
There isn’t a rule against it, but someone will
probably wake you up to check on you. Library
staff can’t necessarily tell the difference between
someone sleeping and someone passed. Safety
first.
I heard there are cookies on the week of finals?
Yes, and free coffee and hot chocolate at
midnight every night. The library sponsors
several “study breaks” during finals week that
include food and activities.
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World War II: Photos and Memorabilia
The library has expanded its coverage of World War II with donations of six important primary source
collections. Several were used recently in Professor Dina Lowy’s “Pacific War, 1931-1945” course. The
library is grateful when alumni and friends consider Special Collections as a lasting home for treasured
family collections.
William Millar ‘54
Millar’s collection centers on both the Pacific war and the Adams County home front. Among the materials
are photographs, V-mail, mess trays, silverware, and items relating to civil defense. Millar enjoyed lecturing
on the war to local groups, bringing along items from his collection to illustrate his talk. His collection was
donated by his widow, Patricia Millar.

Walter Lane
Walter Lane served as a Navy volunteer and
freelance photographer for LIFE and other
publications during World War II. His six-man team
took pictures of camp life, training maneuvers,
weapons tests, and civilian life in Washington D.C.
and in the Pacific. The images are professionally
printed in large format. Will Lane, lecturer in the
English Department, donated several binders of his
father’s photographic work.
Gerald Royals ’52
Royals gifted 28 complete issues of LIFE magazine,
1939-1947 which include articles and photo essays
about the war.
Donald Gallion ‘48
Gallion wrote many letters home from his stateside
training camps and from overseas while serving with
the Army Medical Corps. His widow, Susan E. Gallion
donated his letters along with photographs and
souvenir postcards.
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Ralph Edgar Peters
Gail Jones, retired instructor in the Sunderman
Conservatory, donated the wartime effects of her
father, Master Sergeant Ralph Edgar Peters, who
served in northern France with the 293rd Field
Artillery Observation Battalion. The collection includes
numerous letters, a photo album, clothing, USO game
boards, service medals, handkerchiefs, and an oral
history that Jones conducted with him toward the end
of his life.
Jones felt that Special Collections was the ideal place
to donate her father’s mementos. She said, “Rather than staying boxed up in
my home why not share these items for research—or now and in the future?
This donation will allow a very important, formative period of my father’s life to
live on as an example of what the Greatest Generation experienced.”
Burdette J. Marker
Sisters Holley Marker Thompson, Loretta C. Bush, Shelley Marker Hoff, and Natalie M. Schaible offered
Special Collections the wartime memorabilia of their father, Sergeant Burdette J. Marker, a staff
photographer with the 71st Infantry Division. Marker photographed mostly in central Europe in mid-to
late 1945. His photographs record civilians and soldiers, street scenes, military patrols, mass relocations
and prison liberations. A selection of Marker’s photographs are on exhibit in Musselman Library through
December.
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Alumnus Donates Trade Cards
Few people today know, let alone remember from
first hand, what “trade cards” were. In the late
19th century, these colorful curiosities were used
to promote companies and products—sodas,
perfumes, tonics. Superseded after 1900 by the
advent of magazine advertising, they are now the
province of collectors, who value them for their
artistry, the historical insights they offer, and their
evocation of a bygone world.
Thanks to the generosity of Gary Thompson ’69,
Special Collections now possesses more than
80 of these cards, all originating from firms in
Pennsylvania. Thompson began collecting trade
cards after graduating from Gettysburg, but he’s
been fascinated by them since his teens, when his
mother gave him a Victorian album filled with them.
He resumed his collecting after retiring as library
director at Siena College in 2014.
His recent donation came at the suggestion of Mike
Hobor ’69, his college roommate (and likewise a
generous donor to Special Collections). Along with
the cards, Thompson donated several 19th century
caricatures, which have already been used as
teaching tools for Gettysburg art students.
Printed via chromolithography, the trade cards
remain vivid and colorful despite their age. Some
are uniquely shaped (one for Eavenson & Son’s
High Grade Pure Soaps is designed as a Christmastree ornament), while others feature celebrities
(P.T. Barnum promoting Myers & Heim, a Reading
clothing store). Often, the sales copy on the verso
is as curious as the imagery. A card for the Hires
Root Beer Co. of Philadelphia extols a beverage
which not only makes children joyful, but also “gives
them health, strength and beauty” and “clear, rosy
complexions.” (see image above)
The cards’ depiction of Victorian norms fascinates
Thompson, who as a history major “rebelled against
the focus on military and political history, and was
more interested in social and economic history.”
He relishes trade cards in part for showing “how
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19th century America viewed children, women,
African-Americans, immigrants, the rich and the
poor.”
His subsequent master’s degree in sociology
reinforced his interest in mass communications
and consumer culture, and he believes the
cards are a unique gauge on the growth of
modern capitalism. “Before 1860,” he offers as an
example, “most people made soap at home. Then
they started having commercial development of
soap companies. So there are a lot of trade cards
for soap.”
Like most collectors, Thompson collects many
different things. Among his other pursuits are

baseball cards (begun when he was a child), puppets
(including some from Europe and the Far East,
and an original of Sheri Lewis’s Lamb Chop), and
unusual antique globes. He donated two of
his globe coin banks to Special Collections—
one showing telegraph routes in the mid1800s, and another from the 1920s, tracing
airplane flights.
Thompson worked as a librarian at various
colleges and universities for 44 years. He
currently is co-director of the Leadership
Institute for Academic Library Managers
at Siena College in Loudonville, NY. As
a public-minded historian, Thompson
has spearheaded projects to index
the Geneva, New York newspapers
of the early 1800s, and to excavate
gravestones in a long-abandoned
Albany church cemetery.
The Pennsylvania trade cards
have been digitized and are

viewable online (select “Browse GettDigital
Collections,” then choose “Virtual Reading
Room”). They are a significant portion of
Thompson’s much larger collection that includes
over 1,000 pieces from the US and
Europe.
Thompson recently
donated another 75
trade cards on the
theme of feminine
beauty which will
undoubtedly become
the centerpiece for
future assignments and
independent projects.
More may come to Gettysburg
in the future. Pointing to the
digitization and class use of his
existing donations, Thompson
said, “I’m pleased with what you
guys have done.”
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The spinach jade temple altar cranes (Imperial K’ang Hsi Period, c.1695) formerly flanked the God of the Waters in the
Mariners Temple on the Northwestern Bank at the mouth of the Huang-Ho River. Donated by Mildred Taber Keally.
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